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NoTiceE To COMPETITORS NO 5

REVERSAL OF THE RULING ON THE FIELD — STANDARD PENALTIES AT
THE START - STARTING GROUP WHITE

After a postponed attempt to start group White at 11:20, the Race Committee (RC) restarted the group at 11:30.

The boats ESP086, KAZ112, POL14833, GRE016 and SWE918 appeared to miss the postponement signal, despite the
RC’s best efforts to inform them even individually calling them over VHF.

At 11:31, the RC informed the competitors via VHF in accordance with Sailing Instructions 9.1 that they were identified
as OCS and would receive a Standard Penalty. After review, the ruling on the field has been reversed, no penalty will be
applied.

An information will be sent to the boats affected as this might influence their strategy for the race.

Explanation:

Testrule DR21-01 Section a) states that a boat can start from the pre-start towards the course side on or after her
starting signal. Section b) only applies if a boat approaches the line to start within the last 60 seconds to her starting
signal from the pre-start side of the course. Should she then cross early, she would receive a penalty and must not
return or be subject to an additional penalty.
By way of clarification for various scenarios, with the final one describing the situation for group White:
a boat approaches the line and crosses the line 10 seconds before her starting signal:
receives SP, and must not return or is subject to additional penalty.
a boat is intending to start late, e.g. 1 hour after her start and approaches the starting line from the course side:
She can use the provisions “late at the start”, sail to the pre-start side and then cross the line in the direction of
the course. She hasn’t approached the line within 60 seconds of her starting signal, so she complies with Section
a) (on or after her starting signal), no penalty
a boat crosses the line before the preparatory signal is removed, e.g. 70 seconds to her starting signal: That boat
would not have displayed “intention” to start and did not approach the line to start, as it would be too early. If
that boat carries on racing, she would have to be scored DNS.
a boat already is on course side at 60 or more seconds to the start: As she hasn’t approached the line from the
pre-start side towards the course side to start within the last minute, she may return to the pre-start side and
start on or after her starting signal without a penalty.
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