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2023 ROLEX MIDDLE SEA RACE  

NOTICE TO COMPETITORS NO 4 

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS RECEIVED FROM COMPETITORS 
Please find below statements by the Race Committee (or where applicable, the Organising Authority, marked OA) 

received from competitors: 

Q: We are carrying water ballast. RRS 48.1 states “A boat shall use only the equipment on board at her preparatory 

signal.” – if we empty the tanks and refill them at a later time, would we break RRS 48.1? 

A: No. The Race Committee does not consider water to be equipment. The Equipment Rules of Sailing, as invoked by IRC 

and ORC rules, clearly define “Variable Ballast” to be “water ballast the amount of which may be varied and which may 

also be moved”. In a similar fashion, water to flush the toilet or that produced by a water maker will not be counted as 

equipment. 

Q: NoR 5.5.2 states “However, boats who elect to participate in both IRC and ORC rating categories shall be limited to 

the sails they are allowed in the IRC Category.” Does that mean number of sails or are we allowed to use the sails we are 

allowed to use in IRC also in ORC. To make the question clear in IRC we use a Jibtop (flying headsail not a gennaker) on 

the pole that we are not using under the rule of ORC. 

A: If a boat wants to sail under both IRC and ORC category, she shall comply with both class rules. NoR 5.5.2 does not lift 

any restriction from any rating authority. 

Q: With regards to the requirement for each crew to have a waterproof light, is this over and above the requirement for 

each life jacket to be equipped with a light or are the lights on each life jacket sufficient? 

A: The prescribed requirement is over and above that of the light integrated into each jacket. However, the Organising 

Authority did not provide the extract of RORC prescriptions in a time sufficient to allow competitors advance 

preparation and will not police the existence of the additional lights in the 2023 Race. 

Q: Was OSR 3.29.2b changed, that requires a VHF antenna to be at least 38cm long? We noticed boats with smaller, 

stubby antennas. 

A: No. The regulation in question has not been changed. This rule is presently under review at World Sailing, as newer 

antennae have become available on the market that achieve a similar if not better range with shorter length. The Race 

and Technical Committee will not be enforcing this regulation in the 2023 Race. However, competitors are free to 

exercise their rights to protest. 

Q: On the question before, could you specify what the likely penalty would be? 

A: No. Every case will be deliberated by an International Jury operating under the rules and regulations set out by the 

RRS and applicable policies and guidelines. A result of a protest cannot be forecast. 

Should this reply by the Race Committee be insufficient, it may be queried with jury@rolexmiddlesearace.com 
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