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USCG Equipment 

Approval 

USCG Listed 
Manufacturer

USCG Official
Acceptance Details

Marketed as Ocean Signal 
"rescueME EDF2 Flare".  Same as 
ACR ResQFlare PRO except for 
body color. Red-orange/cyan and 
infrared LED SOS signals -
RTCM13200.0 standard. $200

161.013/15/0 
issued November 

20, 2024

ACR ELECTRONICS, 
INC.

"Model EDF2 electronic visual 
distress signal. Manufacturer 
self certified equipment. No 
certificate issued."

ACR ResQFlare PRO Electronic 
Distress Flare with Distress Flag. 
Red-orange/cyan and infrared 
LED SOS signals - RTCM 13200.0 
standard. $200

161.013/14/0 
issuned 

November 20, 
2024

ACR ELECTRONICS, 
INC.

"Model ResQFlare PRO 
electronic visual distress 
signal. Manufacturer self 
certified equipment. No 
certificate issued."

TEKTITE SOSeFLARE 5.  Amazon, 
tektit.com.  White and infrared 
LED SOS. Flare only or flare + 
orange flag. $60 - $77

161.013/13/0 
issued January 

17, 2024

Tektite Industries, 
Inc./TEKNA

"Tektite model SOSeFLARE. 
Manufacturer self certified 
equipment. No certificate 
issued."

Daniamant "Odeo SOS Flare".  
White LED  SOS only. No infrared 
SOS. Orange distress flag.  
Datrex.com only known US 
distributor. $60

161.013/12/0 
issued November 

15, 2023
DANIAMANT LIMITED

"Model: ODEO SOS FLARE. All 
White SOS light, directional 
beam. Manufacturer self 
certified equipment. No 
certificate issued."

Sirius Signal C-1004 SOS LED 

Distress Signal. White and 

infrared LED SOS. Orange 

distress flag, whistle. $100

161.013/11/0 
issued December 

5, 2022
SIRIUS SIGNAL

"Model SOS C-1004 All White 
SOS with near IR component. 
Manufacturer self certified 
equipment. No certificate 
issued."

ACR ResQFlare Electronic 
Distress Flare. Model LNK-ERS1. 
White LED SOS only.  No infrared 
SOS. Also available as kit with 
orange distress flag$80-$90

161.013/10/0 
issued

 April 27, 2020

ACR ELECTRONICS, 
INC.

"Manufacturer self certified 
equipment. No certificate 
issued."

Only Ten eVDSDs Acceptable Under 2026 Chicago Mackinac Safety Requirements 
Substitute for Required Four SOLAS Handheld Flares When Accompanied by a UCSG Approved Orange Distress Flag

Electronic Flares - USCG Approved/CMSR Compliant eVDSDs
Chicago Mackinac Safety Requirement Accepted as Substitute for Four SOLAS Handheld Flares

Plus - Examples of Non-CMSR Acceptable Devices
UPDATED LIST - June 9 2026 - Added Sirius Signal A-1001
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Sirius Signal C-1002 Two Color 
Distress Light. 2 mounts, orange 
distress flag, whistle. Red-
orange/cyan and infrared LED 
SOS. RTCM 13200.0 standard. 
$240 -$279.  

161.013/9/0 
issued December 

12, 2019
SIRIUS SIGNAL

"Model C-1002 eVDSD with red-
orange/cyan LED and IR S-O-S 
characteristic that meets RTCM 
Standard 13200.0. Accepted as an 
eVDSD, per CG-ENG Policy Letter 
03-18, dated December 21, 2018. 
CDB"

Orion Electronic SOS Beacon 
Locator Kit with USCG Approved 
Distress Flag. White LED SOS 
only. No infrared SOS. SOLAS 
reflective tape around waterline. 
$73-$125.

161.013/8/0 
issued April 17, 

2023 (apparently 
renewed in 2023)

ORION SAFETY 
PRODUCTS

"Model: ORION Electronic SOS 
Beacon Locator Kit"

Sirius Signal C-1003 LED Distress 
Signal. White LED SOS only. No 
infrared SOS. Orange distress 
flag, whistle. $70-$92. (Previously 
marketed as C-1001 by Weems & 
Plath. C-1001 marked with USCG 
161.013 approval remains CMSR 
acceptable)

161.013/7/0 
issued November 

26, 2019
SIRIUS SIGNAL

"Model SOS C-1003 All White 
SOS. Model C-1003 replaced 
Model SOS C-1001 with 
revisions to flotation and 
external body effective 
November 26, 2019."

Sirius Signal A-1001 LED Distress 
Signal. White & infrared SOS. 
With Mini Solo Beacon, orange 
distress flag, whistle. $100

161.013/16/0 
issued April 23, 
2026, updated 

June 1, 2026

SIRIUS SIGNAL

"Model SOS A-1001. 
Manufacturerer self certificed 
equipment. No certificate 
issued."

IMAGE Details / Online Price Examples

Ocean Signal rescueME Compact 
Electronic Distress Flare EDF1. 
$65-$218. West Marine,  
Defender, Hodges Marine, eBay, +

NON-COMPLIANT DEVICE NOTES

EXAMPLES  BELOW - devices known or suspected of not being compliant with either USCG CFR 161.013 or RTCM 

13200.0 standards. These are not recognized as meeting any  of the Chicago Mackinac Safety Requirements for 

emergency signaling devices. This is NOT an exhaustive list of non-compliant devices.

Not CMSR compliant. NOT USCG Approved.  Predecessor to Ocean Signal 
rescueME EDF2 Flare.  West Marine specifically notes not USCG 
compliant as of 2019. 

Electronic Flares Accepted by Chicago Mackinac Safety Requirements (continued)
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Daniamant "Odeo Distress Flare".  
White LED & infrared SOS.  $54-
$286

ACR "DistresS.O.S." Night Visual 
Distress Signal, product NO. 
1842. ACR Tech Support indicates 
not sold since approx 2005.

Marketed on Amazon and eBay as 
"Boat Flares, 2025 New LED Boat 
Flares Coast Guard Approved", 
$10 each, various colors.

Marketed on Amazon and eBay as 
"Boat Flares, 2025 New LED Boat 
Flares Coast Guard Approved", 
various colors. $10-$31 for 3 

Marketed on Amazon as "2025 
New Boat Flares, Upgraded 
Electronic Boat Flare Coast Guard 
Approved". $13 for 2; $17 for 3

Marketed on Amazon and eBay as 
"Boat Flares, Boat Flares Coast 
Guard Approved".  $6-$18 each

Not CMSR compliant. Niether USCG CFR 161.013 nor RTCM 13200.0 
standard compliant, NOT listed at  
https://cgmix.uscg.mil/Equipment/EquipmentDetails.aspx as US Coast 
Guard Approved as eVDSD.

Not CMSR compliant. Niether USCG CFR 161.013 nor RTCM 13200.0 
standard compliant, NOT listed at  
https://cgmix.uscg.mil/Equipment/EquipmentDetails.aspx as US Coast 
Guard Approved as eVDSD.

Not CMSR compliant. Niether USCG CFR 161.013 nor RTCM 13200.0 
standard compliant, NOT listed at  
https://cgmix.uscg.mil/Equipment/EquipmentDetails.aspx as US Coast 
Guard Approved as eVDSD.

Not CMSR compliant. Niether USCG CFR 161.013 nor RTCM 13200.0 
standard compliant, NOT listed at  
https://cgmix.uscg.mil/Equipment/EquipmentDetails.aspx as US Coast 
Guard Approved as eVDSD.

Not CMSR compliant. Obsolete. The Chicago Mackinac Safety 
Requirements only accept USCG electronic LED flares approved on or 
after 2019. This device carries USCG approval 161.013/6/0, issued 
November 30, 1999.  Equiped with a krypton bulb, 4.8 volt battery, and 
drawing 0.75A, this spotlight style device was the last of the non-LED 
electric SOS flares approved by the USCG.  It must be pointed directly at a 
target.  

Not CMSR compliant. Variant similar to Daniamant Odeo SOS Flare, but 
NOT USCG approved. 
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